


Pompei was founded in the VII century B.C. by the
Oscans who settled on the slopes of Vesuvius and in
an area not far from the river Sarno. The first
settlements are dating back to the Iron Age (IX-VII
centuries B.C.)

In that period Pompei was an important trade centre
so it became object of the Greek, Etruscan and
Samnites expansionistic aims. Afterwards in the third
century B.C. Pompeii was conquered by the Romans
and in a short time it became very important for the
Roman trade exchanges .

In 62 or 63 A.D. Pompeii suffered heavy damages from
an earthquake and the Roman senate ordered
immediately the reconstruction of the town, but this
was in vain because, while many works were under
construction, on August 24th 79 a tremendous
eruption of the volcano Vesuvius destroyed Pompeii. It
was completely submerged by a flow of lava which
cancelled all forms of life.



Starting from the end of the 18th

century, the ruins of the ancient Roman

city have been brought to light:

archaeological investigations have led to

the discovery not only of paintings,

mosaics, furnishings and buildings, but it

have also made possible to reconstruct

the lifestyle in Roman times. The

Pompeian archaeological site, together

with those of Herculaneum and Oplonti,

was declared a World Heritage Site by

UNESCO in 1997.





THE AMPHITHEATER

The Amphitheater is among the oldest and best preserved of its kind.

Theater of atrocities such as gladiatorial fights with the most ferocious

animals, the Amphitheater dates back to 70 BC. Due to the earthquake of 

62 A.D. the building was partially destroyed and later renovated. During

the eruption of 79 AD ashes and lapilli entirely covered the Amphitheater

and it is likely that this is also the reason why it is so well preserved.



The two theaters of Pompeii, marked by the 

earthquake and the eruption of Vesuvius in the first 

century AD, were brought to light during the 

Bourbon age. Both were meeting points and places 

of culture and art for the Pompeian people. The 

Great Theater, a structure of the Samnite era, was

completely rebuilt in the II

century BC and restored in 80 BC

Before the eruption of Vesuvius, the Great Theater 

saw the people attend performances by mimes, 

comedians, pantomimes and the so-called

"atellane", comedies with a farcical tone.

The Piccolo Teatro is instead a building from the 

Roman era, built between 80 and 75 BC. At the 

time, musical performances and poetry recitations

entertained an audience of about 1300 Pompeians. 

The spectators sat according to the political and 

social class they belonged to, divided into three

different areas, decorated and embellished

according to their wealth.



In the 4th century BC Pompeii already had its

Forum. A trade center well connected to the 

main local powers. Following the Roman 

conquest of the city, the Forum was enlarged

and modified. In the 2nd century BC religious

and political buildings are added to the shops of 

traders. In the same period a row of tuff columns

was built, later replaced by some in marble. On 

the square of the Forum of Pompeii there are 

artisan shops, public administration buildings 

and meeting places for the people.



It owes its name to the bronze statuette 

depicting a dancing faun (the one we can admire

today is a copy), located in the center of the 

impluvium, or rather the rainwater collection tank 

that was typical of the houses of ancient Rome.

It is one of the largest houses in Pompeii. In fact, 

it covers an entire block of about 3,000 square

meters.

Built in the third century BC and renovated and 

enlarged the following century, it originally

belonged to a magistrate, one of the richest men 

in the city.



The Villa of the Mysteries is one of the most

visited and crowded places of all the excavations

of Pompeii. A part of the villa is actually still

submerged by the ashes today. The interiors of 

the villa feature some frescoes of Greek and 

Egyptian inspiration. Among these, the most

important is that relating to the myth of Dionysus

from the 1st century AD. With its square plan 

and position on top of a hill, the Villa dei Misteri 

enjoys a spectacular view of the Gulf of Naples.




